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If a green gorullla is stamped here, 
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Submigsions: Letters, Articles, Poetry, Book Reviews, anything at 
all (to the discretion of the editor), preferably camera ready. 
"Camera ready* means typed uith a black carbon (film, single-strike) 
ribbon, Single-spaced on white paper, aargins $*-1"*. Orauings should 
be in black ink on white paper. Subaissions aay be edited for taste, 
clarity and length and may be rejected for illegibility. 

Copyright: Copyright of each iten belongs to the pergon who wrote it. 
For permission to reprint anything, contact the author or New Gnostics. 
Confidentiality: I do not as2umne thet mneabers vant their names, 
addresses, atc. kept secret. | vill reqularly print the full mneaber- 
ship roster at laast once per year. If you do not want your name or 
address published, tell as. 

Subscriptions: U.S.A.: $5.00/4 iaaues. Foreign: $8.00/4 isaues 
Archive Quality: Add $3.00, to above prices. For now, s8ubscriptions 
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Advertising: $15/full page; $7.50/half page; $3.75/quarter page; 
$3.00/business card size. Classified ads of up to 5 lines are free 
for SIG members, $3.00 per ed per is2ue to non-aembers. TI regarve the 
right to refuge any ed | feel is ineppropriate. 

Other Things: Information letter & Bibliogrephy: $1.00 plus Number 10 
SASE. Sample is3ue: $2.00. For nou, make all checks payable to 
Payling Unswarth 
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FROM THE DESK OF 


ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL 
AND INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE 
IN THE WORLD 


SPECIAL NEEDS FOR 
UPCOMING FEATURES 


Hello, everybody. Two or three of you who promised me essays or letters or SOME- 
THING pooped out on me this is8uve. You know who you are! Come across for the next 
one, OK? I am still working seven days a week, and yes, it is difficult- but Oh boy! 

My debts are actually decreasing... Eventually, maybe I will be able to actually SAVE 
up to buy something.. . Anyway-I have received several letters of congratulation on my 
marriage- and I received two letters of condemnation (!). One from a person who said, 

"How dare you call yourself a 'New Gnostic' and get married?" (Because in his opinion, 
no "New Gnostics'' ever marry) and one 8aying, "How dare you call yourself a "New Age 
Person'' and still get married?" Well, in my opinion, the essence of all this "New Ape'' 
stuſf was in the freedom to decide WHICH of the traditions of the past that you personally 
feel are significant and meaningful to you!! (The first comment is 80 absurd that I am 


going to pass on commenting on it.) I have 


printed the "'What you have to say is 


IMPORTANT"' page twice, and now it is printed on the revised booklist and information 
packet. For those of you who still cannot decide on a topic, I am printing the list of 
topics culled from issues I-X of Parabola magazine. I am wondering whether or not it 
would be a good fdea to announce a theme for a certain issue and just hope that you would 


send in letter 
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NEW MEMBERS 
James L. Hodson-8875 Ridge Ave, Townhouse #9, Philadelphia, PA. 19128 


Michael J. Vittori-7115 Camilo Rd., Cocoa, FL 32927 


3 or es8ays on the theme? 


) The Hero 

) Magic 

) Initiation 

) Rites of Passage 

) Death 

) Creation 

) Co8gmology 

) Relationships 

) Sacred Space 

} Sacrifice and Transformation 
) Inner Alchemy 

) Androgyny 

) The Trickster 

) Sacred Dance 

) The Child 

) Storytelling and Education 
) The Old Ones 

}) Music Sound Silence 

) 


Earth and Spirit 

The Dream of Progress 
Mask and Metaphor 
Demons 

Sleep 

Dreams and Seeing 
Ceremonies 


Words of Power 
Sun and Moon 
Hierarchy 

Theft 
Pilgrimage 
Food 

Wholeness 


The Body 


() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
( ) Animals 
() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
() 
( ) The Seven Deadly Sins 


( This list of topics taken from the titles of the issues of Parabola 


magazine , Vols I-X 


Pauline Fox-325 6th Ave, Lewiston ID 83501 

Don Wilbour-4738 16th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98105 
Gary Larreategui-6432 Elffolk Terrace, Columbia MD 21045 
Emilio Fischman-Oak Tree Road Box 41, Palisades, NY 10964 


Jage Z 


Dear Paulina, 


Thank you for the information about the New Gnostics SIG. It 8eems to 
be exactly the kind of thing I'm most interested in. Pleasge enter me as a 
member. My yellow card and check ſor $8. 00 are enclosed (1 don't know what 
"Archive Quality" is, but it sounds nice). 

I enjoyed your introductory material and bibliography, and look forward to 
reading the newsletter. 

It 3s refreshing to find Mensans interested in 8piritual work; most of the 
Mensans I know 8eem to be the atheistic, agnostic, Carl Sagan type, and 1 
was beginning to get tired of it... 

I envy you the wealth of spiritual regources where you live. Although 
there is much in New York, there geems to be no place comparable to the 
Bay Area for sBeekers of truth. But my job (I'm a transglator at the UN, former 
college professo0r of math) keeps me in New York ſor at least the next twelve 
years... 

I hope this letter finds you totally recovered from your bronchitis or flu 
(1 thought there was no sguch a thing in lovely San Francisco weather) and send 
you kind regards and good wishes. 

Sincerely, 
Emilio Fischman 
(Emilio, what languages do you 8peak? Where were you a profess80r of math?) 
(Just curious | Did you hear about the horrjÞle storms we had here? Flooding ? 
We really do get bad weather- and infectiortg!) 


+ 
SD, « 


I received the Dec-Jan SIG newsletter today, along with the information 
card. Religious Path; well I call myself Neo-Pagan; craft. I see the Divine 
in all from the heart of quarks to the Universe itsel{. I guspect that the Universe 
is intelligent, sentient, God, Goddess. Isee, feel the oneness of all things and 
I 8ee the path of man as « mechanism for this Oneness, the Universe to view 
itsel, to marvel in its own myriad wonders and beauties. The macro is mirrored 
in the micro, the micro in the macro. As Above, So Below. Each of us and 
everything is Holy, an integra] part, vital part of the Whole Universe, God. 

We humans, the atoms, the Earth, Solar System, Galaxy and Universe are energy 
which dances the Great Spiral Dance in and out from energy to matter and back 

to energy. We are God and ao is everything and our job is to recognize it, to 
manifest it and to aid one another in manifesting our full potential. And with that 

we have the responsibility to heal our species, ourselves and our planet, Every 
act, every thought, everything we do afſects the whole being and ultimately the 
Being, the only Being there is, the one we all go to make up- God. The Whole is 
greater than the s8um of its parts. We are the physicians and stewards of our world, 
our living and intelligent Mother Earth. What is my Religious Path? I don't know 

if it has a name, Do you? 

Special interests: Art, the making of. Agtronomy, bird watching- the study of 
the natural world particularly. The Anima) Kingdom. I'm a bit of a naturalist 
probably due to my feelings about the divinity of our world. I am also interested 
in the Ley Lines and standing stones which act like acupuncture for the planet 
and I am interested in non-human intelligence. Sorry to have rattled on 80 long 
but a short answer wouldn't cover the ground. 

Teleri 
P.S. The path isn't important, the destination is. AU paths are valid 80 long as 
they do no harm to any and arrive at the proper destination. Besides, diversity 
keeps the world interesting, beautiful. One has _ to look around to see thet 
the Universe delights in PF ErSRy. 
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Dear Paulina, 


What a fine is8ue of New Gnostics! - perhaps the best yet! 
Re the 8tory on two loaves of bread- a version of this appears in Idries Shah's 
Tales of the Dervishes : "Bread and Jewels", p113 of the edition I consulted 


yesterday (I'don't have it in front of me, 80 the page might be wrong). It differs 
in 8ome details from the story as you related ft- you may have read or heard a 
different version, or it might be the 'creative memory! effect. 

The 8tory of the Zen monk falsely accused of paternity has its parallel in 
Evelyn Underhill 's Mysticism - the story of the 14th Century German mystic 
Brother Henry Suso. However, as related by Underhill, Suso did not have the 
equanimity of the Zen monk- bence Underhill puts the story re the baby in her 
chapter, "the dark night of the 8ow'. Sometimes it can be very hard to say- and 
mean- "Thy will be done'. The cosmos can be a mysterious and heartbreaking place- 
The Challenger Disaster, e.g. 

Re ''The Optics of True Sight'- when 1 uged to ride « bicycle in city traffic, I 
often experienced the ''malevolent driver" effect- and one reads in the paper from 
time to time, of pedestrians killed by cars that had to swerve to hit them . 1 
agree with Hellerstein- these are not really 'accidents'. 

Your "Ass8ume Authority" stamp is GREAT. :-it reminded me of the "Grand 
Inquisitor'' chapter from The Brothers Karamazov as well as the ministry of 
Father Guido Sarducci, now known as Pope Maurice (actually, he prefers just 
Maurice") of the People's Catholic Church with its basic tenet of the Popehoad 
of al mankind- I will be gending you an article about Maurice and the PCC. 

He's kidding, of course- but he's also F 


With warm regards, 
David Jodrey 
- (Pope Devananda of the PCC) 


F? xx” ; 


THE BEARER OF THIS CARD 
IS A GENUINE AND AUTHORIZED 


POPE (—— 
So please Treat Hir Right 
GOOD FOREVER 


Genuine and authorized by The HOUSE of APOSTLES of ERIS 


Every men, women and child on this Earth is « genuine and authorized "a 
Reproduce end ditiibute these cerds Freely ÞP O.E.E. Heed Temple, Sen Francieco 


ES 
ft 


I went to hear Robert Anton Wilson speak here in Berkeley a couple of years ago, 
and this 'Pope! card was printed on half of the ticket stub. Please feel free to cut 
it out, or xerox it off for yourselves. Be your own pope! Asgume authority for 


your bellefs. 


I'11 play it first and tell you Inspccted By 


what it is later, 
Miles Davis Hneeyy 


Dear Paulina, 


I was gorry to hear you'd been sick, glad to hear that you're feeling better, 
and particularly glad to hear that you're going to get married to 8someone you 
love very much. Mazel tov! I know, from reading his pieces in New Gnostics, 
that Jeff is a thoughtſul, s8killful writer concerned with the is8sues we're dea ling 
with in the SIG- you are fortunate that your significant other is a SIGnificant 
other, if you'U pardon the wordplay. My own dear one (we've gotten close in the 
last couple of months) hasn't spent any real time in the area of 'egoteric studies', 
although s8he is familiar with the exoteric face of a lot of the igsues of human 
developement through her studies in 'establisghment' psychology. She liked my 
piece on Monty Python, which is a good sign. 

Speaking of which (Moaty Python), I'm not 8urprised that R. A. Wilson would 
pick up on the "Meaning of Life" bit- I enjoyed his Iluminati Papers enough to 
give a copy to a friend (I wasn't as impressed with Cosmic Trigger, unfortunately, 
and I haven't really read more than bits and pieces of his novels.) Really, 8ome- 
one ſamiliar with the mystical worldview couldn't avoid recognizing the succinct 
8ummary that M.P. gave. The Uiscussion as to what "hats" gtands for was from 
my own insight /imaginoation, though- did Wilgon go into that 7 

After reading "The Spiritual Path'', I weat back to The Suſis by ldries Shah to 
reread the chapters in which he discusses the relationship between ecstatic 
experiences ('states' = hal in Sufi terminology) and the achievement of permanent 
stages of development of mystical insight ('makam'= stage, place, in Sufi parlance. ) 
You and/or Jeff might want to look at these chapters which are not easy reading, 
but are worthwhile- see ''The Book of the Dervishes" and the following chapter, 
"The Dervisb Orders". | 

I've get aside my notion of writing on The Karate Kid for a:much more 
exciting topic- "Kurt Vonnegut, Closet Gnostic'- in which I rip of the hypocritical 
mask of atheigm and show that Vonnegut is actually a mystic! He's been hinting 
at it for a while, of course, especially with the concepts of Bokononism in Cat's 
Cradle, but in Galapagos he makes his mystical affiliation perfectly clear (at least 
to the digcerning reader, 8uch as myself). You may be familiar with "The Hyzm 
of the Pearl" (it appears under t hat title in The Other Bible ed. Willis Barnstone, 
Harper and Row, 1984, and under the title "The Hyman of the Robe of Glory" in 
G.R.S. Mead's Fragments of a Faith Forgotten (1900, originally; reprinted by 
University Books in 1960). Deikman's The Observing Self quotes ''The Precious 
Jewel" from Idries Shah's Thinkers of the Eagt , which has the 8ame plot . (note- 
it is also the plot of Doris Lessing's novel, Briefing for a Descent into Hell, the 
8ame point of view is found in the song, "Secret Society” from the album by Utopia 
P.O,V. ) BasicuUy, the prince is sent in disguise to a dark land to find and bring 
back a precious pear]; he falls into forgetfulness, but is reminded by a messenger 
of his origin and mission and is able to accomplish his migsion and return to his 
homeland. 

In Galapagos, the last 2 pages of the novel have this same structure: Leon Trout, 
a Marine on duty in Viet Nam, who is s8uffering from a desire to sleep all the time , 
after participating in the massacre of a village, tells a Swedish doctor in Thailand 
about it. Trout is pretty much affectless- emotionally dead- about ft, but is restored 
to human ſeeling by = surprising question from the doctor: "Are you related to the 


wonderful science-fiction writer, Kilgore Trout?" At hearing the name of his 
father, the gon bursts into tears (Kilgore Trout is a failure, of whom no one 

has heard). Later the doctor says to Leon- "there is a cure for your condition, 

but it's risky'- and he 8uggests Leon go to Sweden for a8ylum. "But I don't know 
Swedish. '' "You'll learn, '' the doctor assured him, "You'll learn, you'll learn. " 
Leon Trout=forgetful prince in exile 

Swedish doctor= mesgenger, who remind3 prince of his origin (Kilgore Trout) 
Asylum in Sweden= escape from total darkness to a realm of light 

"Jearning Swedish''s waking up, discovering the precious pearl= one's true essence 
(Jesus Baid, "The kingdom of God is within you'') 


This structura]l s\milarity might be coincidental, I guess, but there are other 
clues- ſor example, during most of the action, the narrator, Leon Trout is az 
ghost, He tells us he choge to be a ghost because of the powers that go along with 
it- to read minds, to understand how a situation came to be structured as it was, 
and thus to know the possibllities it contains, and to have access to all human 
knowledge (I am quoting from memory- I had to return the library's copy, and don't 
have the $ to buy my own right now). These are not the powers of an ordinary 
ghost, at least as far as my own reading in folklore goes- these are the (perhaps 
exaggerated) powers of an enlightened 8age. 

Really, I think you ought to read the whole book, but may I suggest that if 
you just read any of the versions of the "Hymn of the Pear)" and the last 2 pages 
of Galapagos - you will notice 80 striking a correspondence that most reasonable 
people will be able to 8ee it. I'm 8ure it's intentional. 1 think Vonnegut, like 
Lessing, has approached mysticism by the path of religious skepticism (as you know, 
Lessing was formerly a Marxist) As is quoted on p. 219 of Idries Shah's The Way of 
the Sufi , hardback edition: 

What Must Come 
To those who geek truth in conventionalized religion: 

Until college and minaret have crumbled 

This holy work of ours will not be done. 
Unti faith becomes rejection 

And rejection becomes belief 

There will be no true believer 

Abu Said 


Anyway, enough for now, I'll develope the Vonnegut piece a bit further and 
gend it on to you goon. If you are ready to go with iggue #4, and haven't heard 
from me, and want to print this first draft version, that's OK. 

With Warm Regards, 
David Jodrey 


I am glad you are going to write on Vonnegut. I am going to print this letter- 
but if you write another (longer, deeper) es8ay, I will probably print it too. 
I baven't read much of Voanegut: just Cat's Cradle and Slaughterhouge 5 - 
but they are both 80 obviously mystically-oriented!{ The 'ice nine' notion in 
Cat's Cradle reminds me of Castaneda's "Stopping the World"... 

No, R.A. Wilson, did not go into the 'hats' part- he just quoted that pagsage, 
but that was enough! 


Bn ECOLOGY 


1 can lye (no additives !-check label!) 

5 lbs + animal fat, rendered and purified 

2 1/2 pints water 

1) Use only stainless steel or spackle enamel ware utensils and pots! 

Do NOT use glass, crockery or aluminum | 

2) Have vinegar handy as an antidote to splashed lye. Wear an apron. 

Wear goggles or glasses, if you are really inept (like me). Keep baby away. 
3) Melt fat. Weigh it out. 

4) Dissolve lye in water. When fat and lyewater are cool, add fat to lyewater. 
5) Stir, stir, stir (slowly- do not beat. You are trying to thouroughly mix all 
the lye with the fat 8o that perfect saponification occurs, 80 that there is NO 
free lye in the soap to irritate sensiti ve skin.)I stirred for about 20 minutes. 
6) Pour into a wax-paper lined box (or pan). Let set for a month, then cut into 
cakes. 


Does anybody know a recipe for oil-based soap? I want to make 100% olive oil goap! 
Three free cakes of olive oil soap to the first person who gives me the recipe! 


O 


Imagine if you will, a Zen Master who after a long and frui 24 
chopping wood , carrying water, posing koans, and slapping discipRs decides 
that in his next incarnation he Should help to instruct the West in the essential 
principles of Zen. He reincarnates as a black male on the east coast of the U.S. 
and becomes involved in the current local version of the Mystery Schools, i.e., 
jazz. He would then bring to his mugic not only the egsential spiritual principles 
but also the dry wit and austere aesthetic gense of Zen. His music would cut like 
a blade through social conventions and polite gensibilities to pierce the core of 
experience, yet it would maintain a gense of humor, grace, and gentleness. 

Such is the mugſc of Thelonious Monk. Sparse and angular like a raked gravel 
garden . Provoking unexpected laughter like gome non-verbal koan. Firmly 
rooted in the commonplace yet connecting inevitably with the gource of ''mysterious 
understanding* (Huang Po's term for the experience of the Universal Mind). 

Listen, for example, to the recording of "Rhythm-a-ning" on the Live at the It 
Club album. This tune has a characteristically catchy yet disjoint theme, that to me 
is very upbeat and joyful. After Charlie Rouge's good solid sax golo, Monk starts 
to rework the melody phrase by phrase. It is typical of Monk that he rarely gets 
very far away from the original melody in his improvising yet he approaches that 
melodic material from go many different angles (harmonic and rhythmic) that it 
remains ever fresh and exciting. His short choppy phrases may 8eem a bit haphazard 
at first but one gradually comes to realize that Monk is utilizing the spaces between 
the notes to almost as much effect as the notes themselves. Phrases hang in mid-air, 
each a geparate Sparkling gem and all inter-related. Monk's rhythmic sense is 
very acute and one or two well-placed notes may contain a wealth of meaning. 
Gratiually, he pares down the melody, strips it of its features one by one in order 
to penetrate the real core of the mugic. Fewer and fewer notes are used to greater 
and greater effect until finally Monk reaches the central axis of his musical world. 
He then interjects his pergonal theme-song (called ''Thelonius'') into the performance 
with incredible speed and dexterity, as well as a certain ''mysterious understanding”". 
It's as though Moak's stripping away of the melodic embellighments also strips away 
the internal dialogue (ego) until thoge last few phrases stop it completely and the 
interjected theme is conducted /experienced in that shining yoid beyond concept- 
ualization. 3 

The trio recordings of "Little Rootie Tootie' and "Bemsha Swing'' are similar 
masterpieces. "Little Rootie Tootie" is Monk's version of the standard jazz device, 
the train gong. It incorporates clever imitations of train whistles and clacking 
wheels. The piece is not merely clever though. Monk ance again contorts and 
manipulates the theme with incredible ingenuity. His interaction wih Art Blakey 
(the drummer) on "Bemsha Swing" is remarkable. It is almost as if one person 
were playing both piano and drums at once. Again his improvising is incredibly fresh 
and exciting, Both of these pieces radiate a pure joy that can provoke spontaneous 
laughter and with it ingight. Jazz koans. 

I could also mention his off-center reworking of Duke Ellington's ''It Don't Mean 
A Thing If It Ain't Got That Swing'' or "Black and Tan Fantasy', his many 
fantastic versions of "'Blue Monk'' or his subtle, slightly spooky theme '"Epistrophy" 
but his music really must be heard to he understood. 


Recommended Albums 


Thelonius Monk (Prestige - red cover, 2 LPs) 
The Riverside Trios (Prestige) 

Live At the It Club (CBS) 

Genius of Modern Music, Vol 1 (Blue Note) 
Live At the Five Spot (Prestige) 

Pure Monk (Prestige) 


- Editor's note: For thogse of you who like clasgical music- the Kronos Quartet 

has put out an album of Monk's music scored for strings. Also the Oakland 
Symphony performed one of Moak's pieces during the last 8eagon. Finally, 

an unusual 2-record et, a tribute to Moak, called "That's The Way I Feel Now" 
(A & M records) was releaged last year. There are twenty-three gelections 

of Monk's tunes, each performed by different artists - as varied as Dr. John, 
Carla Bley, Todd Rundgren, Peter Frampton:, Joe Jackgon, and Steve Lacy with 
Gil Evans. 


Dear Paulina, 

I enjoyed your New Gnostics newsletter very much, especially the color 
rubber stamped decorations. You asked whether anyone had read novels by 
Phillip K. Dick. I'm an avid reader of 8cience fiction and really liked "Do 
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep', What do I think he was trying to 8ay? Well, 
Dick was an anti-materialist. In his stories the "real world" as experienced 
through the s8enses is generally ilugory and migleading. The "true nature" of 
things is ambiguous and difficult to determine but is most readily discovered 
through intuition and religious experience. 

The most obvious example of this is in Do Androids Dream'' is, of course, 
Mercerisgm. Wilbur Mercer (sounds like mercy?) 8eems to be a Christ-like 
figure- a humble man (or whatever) who accepts torment and death for the benefit 
of his followers. Rick Deckard tries to find meaning and purpose in physical 
objects: « "mood organ', televigion, and pet animals- both real and mechanical 
but in the end it is Wilbur Mercer who "saves" him, even though Mercer is 
revealed to be « "fake' by Buster Friendly, the television android. It is belief 
or "'fugjon with Mercer" that matters, not who Wilbur Mercer actually may be. 

Another aspect of this "reality" theme is the conflict between the natural 
(made by God) and the artificial (made by humans). Dick seems to be 8aying that 
the two are incompatible and the artificial inevitably drives out the natural. 
Nuclear war eradicated most forms of liſe and made the Earth uninhabitable. 
Tel evision and "mood organs' replace natural human experiences and emotions. 
Ultimately, the androids threaten to replace or at least to become indistinguishable 
from humans. Though not stated explicitly, this s6eems to be the justification for 
"retiring" them- at leagst in Rick Deckard's mind. In an ironic twist, the bumans 
are fleeing the earth for the artificial environment of the colonies while, in contrast, 
the androids are trying to escape to the earth- to become more human, perhaps? 

I believe the people and androids in the story are intended to represent different 
agpects of the human mind. The people with their exaggerated concern for animal 
Life and "empathy" represent the intuitive and emotional side while the androids 
represent the deductive and rations] side- as for example where the android 'Pris 
cuts off a spider's legs because it's not 'efficient' to have 80 many legs. The 
confrontations between the bounty hunters and the androids, especially the one ' 
between Rick Deckard and Rachel Rogen demonstrate that the intuitive gide is 
stronger than the rational. The androids try to control and neutralize Rick through 
the material gide of his life: Buster Friendly on T.V., Luba Luft the opera 8inger, 
8eduction by Rachel Rosen, and finally killing his pet goat. None of this 8gucceeds 
because of Rick's uniquely human ability to trust in the immaterial. I think Dick is 
8aying that it is foolish to seek meaning and purpose in material things- as they can 
be lost or destroyed at any time; only the immaterial world of the human mind can 


be counted on. 


Best Wishes, Glen Humphrey 
(This fagscinating letter was sent to me last October 5Sth.... And only now am I 
getting around to printing it! Anybody else have a comment on Phillip K. Dick? ?) 


O 


Zen(ch an) 61h Century AD. 


A 8pecial transmission outside of the scriptures. 
No reliance on words and letters. 

Direct pointing to the soul of man. 

Seeing into the nature of s8elf. 

And the attainment of Buddhahood. 


Valkswagen-204 Century AD 


A 8tandard transmission underneith the chassis. 
Strong reliance on gasoline. 

Goes where it's pointed. 

Seeing out through the windshield. 

And the attainment of Buddhahood. 


(contributed by David Jodrey. David, did you write this ? 
It's hilarious! But then, I have a little volkswagen of my 


own) 


What was the name of the song the Beatles wrote about 


Halley's comet? Answer: ''You won't See Me' 


FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING 1985 


INCOME 
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Total income, 1985= $311. 00 
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Xeroxing= $183.61 Gil” 
Office Supplies= $27. 59 POLE ns « 
Postage= $92.91 - 


Total Outgo 1985= $304.11 Oe. 
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QUESTION TIME 


Do biorhythms work for you? Do they work at all? 


ae ed. Afi _e 


* Fellow Mensans: I offer this page to you not simply as an ad, but also 
l ; | | as a personal introduction. Writing is what I do best and love most. 
E250 I 8pent five years writing Order and Chaos, Nothing at All, then chose 
to edit, design and publish the book ayself... because that's the way I 
felt it should be done. I sincerely believe that you'll find my book 
entertaining, enlightening and refreshingly different. If you have any 
questions or would like to gee/know more, please feel free to write, or 
<all (301) 474-0352. By all means, enjoy. . + 


The book starts here* 
\ 1, 


Iota os Oe 14 


019101019 01010404040 10101910161 $5019 1010101040 | 8 1910:01010 1940101010 $48 101010:25010401h 


/ : 
| Order and Chaos, 
2 = Nothing at All 


..-* * "He whe hooketes is loot. 


— — 
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ont or PEPE This is a limited first edition offer. 
| roger ur 5" _ Order and Chaos, Nothing at All is 128 
-- 814 x 11 inch pages perfectbound, print- 
om napping ed on acid-free paper $0 it will never 
3 FRO yellow. All books are signed to order 
is wrong for good rececca. and mailed the same day, satisfaction 
| aan ogg ns quaranteed. Copies are only $5.95, 
SS pleat” xt EPRON available from: 
The beat of etands back 
wack wh th ek los Say When Press 
bs the warp in our arrow. 
he rutich in owe Bager P.O. Box 942 


as we $earch for targets 


EI radiata Greenbelt, MD 20770 


X What happens when Simon says "I'm not Simon”? 


Pauling Uns worth 
P. O. Box 192 


Berkeley, CA 94704 


VAL ER /T Vo e-T 
I087 Ae 03S Road 
Falo Ally (4a 


74Y307 


If a pink pig is stamped here, 

then this is your last is8ue, 

If a green gorilla is stamped here, 

then last issue was your last issuel! 
{ Time to renew | 


(Gate of Peace) 
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NEW GNOSTICS: VOL 1T » NUMBER 2 » SEQUENCE "_ , DATE JuL W (986 
NEW GNOSTICS is the newsletter of the New Gnostics Special Interest 
Group of American Mensa. Opinions expressed herein are thoge of the 
writers. Mensa has no opinions and endorses none of this material. 
Membership: Per Mensa regulations, full membership in the SIG is restricted 

to Mensa members. Non- Mensans may be Associate Members. For now, 

the fees for both are the same. 

Submissions: Letters, Articles, Poetry (in moderation!), Book Reviews, 

anything at all (to the discretion of the editor), preferably camera ready. 

"Camera ready" means typed with a black carbon (film, single-strike) ribbon, 
single 8paced-on white paper, margins 1/2"-1", Drawings should be in black 

ink on white paper. Submissions may be edited for taste, clarity and length and 
may be rejected for illegibility. 

Copyright: Copyright of each item belongs to the person who wrote it. For 
permission to reprint anything, contact the author or New Gnostics . 
Confidentiality: I do not agsume that members want their names, addresses, etc. 
kept secret. I will regularly print the full membership rcster at least once per 
year. If you do not want your name or address publighed, tell me. 

Subscriptions: U.S.A.: $5.00/4 issues. Foreign: $8. 00/4 issues. 

Archive Quality: Add $3. 00 to above prices, For now, subscriptions will only 

be accepted for 4 is8ues at a timel 

Advertising: $15. 00/full page; $7. 50/half page; $3. 75/quarter page; 

$3. 00/business card size; Classified ads of up to 5 lines are free for SIC members, 
$3. 00 per ad per is8ue to non-members. I rezerve the right to refuse any ad 1 

feel is inappropriate. 

Other Things: Information letter and Bibliography: $1. 00 plus Number 10 SASE 
Sample Issue: $2. 00. Back Is8ues: $2.00 each. Note: NO back is8uec will have 
stamp impressions in color! That goes for archive back is8ues as well! 

For now, pleage make all checks payable to : Paulina Ungworth 

Replies: If you need a pergonal reply, please enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope or postcard with your letter, otherwise 1 will try to reply in the next 

isgue of New Gnostics ; 
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AU correspondence from SIG members on pertinent topics is considered 
for publication unless specificly marked "not for publication" 


Cover Art: Nathaniel Hellerstein 
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you Should join 


i. ; | f [NM 
SESERLEEED F 
, iy tl ; $ i 
TREEEE 'S i 
TITLE j 1 
LILELEY {1 i 
$ i j 
; 141 1 'F 
VS EHVHE6434148 
\ [1 | TEES: 
' I7'4 $ 
{ (| TIEER { 1 'WE, 
BLLIEEEL | 4 { 
(THEE TATE | 
| : ' [ (ile! 
'S ' p ' 


$6 per year 


Dale Hatson, 3987 Bainbridge Drive, 
Sharonville, Ohio 45241-2681 


—— ae by 


RS DG. EO 


Well, things have calmed down considerably. Jeff and I are now married. 
The ceremony and reception came off without a hitch, Valerie Voigt 

married us using an ecumenical Gnostic Christian ceremony modified 

from a s8ample ceremony sent to me from Ecclesia Gnostica in Palo Alto. 

It was beautiful and meaningful and moving- and we jumped the broom, too. 
My sister Victoria baked and decorated the cake, and the reception was 

pot luck, Many of our friends attended and we had a wonderful time. 

An amusing contrtemps occured when we examined our matriage license. 
To gave money, we opted for the "confidential marriage license", for 
which the blood tests are waived (saving us $30 for drawing blood and at 
least $50 worth of annoyance), however 8uch a license is only valid if 
the ceremony is performed in the county win which the License was issued. 
(i. e. Alameda County) Now the ceremony was performed at Jeff's parents! 
house in Contra Costa County, 80 after the festivities, Jeff and Valerie and 
I drove across the county line to a bus stop in Berkeley and repeated our 
vows again (a short version). For thoge of you who know Berkeley, we 
were legally married at the Thousand Oaks and Colusa bus stop! 

Once upon a time there was a sultan who called his advisors together 
and said, "I want something that will make me happy when I'm sad- and 
8ad when I'm happy- oh, and by the way, 1 want i by Tuesday or I'll chop | 
off your heads" Of course, the advisors were all distressed until the young- 
est came up with the perfect s8olution- a ring on which was engraved "'This 
Too Shall Pass". 

Jeff and I were both impressed with this story-emphacizing the trans- 
itoriness of all things and the necessity for living in the NOW and not dwelling 
on "the good old days'' or worrying about the future. My first marriage 
failed, and the s8entiment expressed then was "Now and Forever'. Jeff and I 
thought that "This Too Shall Pass'' was more appropriate, more realistic 
and certainly more honest, go we had it engraved in our own rings to 
remind us to take each moment as it comes. 

Finally- will 8omebody PLEASE send me gome drawings | I have used 
Nathaniel's drawings for the cover for geveral is8ues and I can't keep 
relying on him all the time! Somebody out there can draw, can't they? 
Use black ink on white paper, please! -love to you all- Paulina and Jeff 


Just a reminder- I 8tilll have two different addresses of people who are 
collecting 8tamps (postage stamps) to help children. Bob and Betty 
Mayer (Stamps for Children) 4416 Walbridge Trail, Dayton, OH 45430 
are collecting stamps to encourage disabled children to learn to collect 
Stamps as a hobby, The Church World Service collects stamps to 

SELL to collectors and donates the money collected to buy food 
(particularly milk) for needy famUllies and orphanages. Send inquiries 
to: Edith Ryerson, 15 Arlmonte Ave, Kensington, CA 94707. Remember, 
these 8tarps are for COLLECTORS, 80 I urge you to please use | 
commemorative stamps as much as possible, and DO NOT DAMAGE 
the stamps- just cut around them and send them, paper and all. Stamps 
of denomination less than 22G are not worth gending, Foreign stamps are 
especlally welcome. You can send the s8tamps to me, or directly to the 
addresses above. In any case, try to use commemorative stamps when 
writing to me. Thank you! - Paulina 


Ah believe in 
© THE IMNSPIRECO9 HICORT@ID 


dy 
Thomas R. Hunt 


"No you accept the inspired word of the Bible? Are you Saved? Have you 
accepted DJesus (as your personal Saviour)7® 


How. often does one have to deal with theae questions, and how Can Aa 
thoughtful, educated person tho is converSgant with the religious 
iroulse as 1t manifests in many forms and cultures reSgpond? If you are 
like me, you immediately Knou that there is a problem of definitions, 
ie "Saved from what?7* Is ex-uilfe uszed to reply toe the auestion, "Have 
you been born again?* by replying that he didn't need to be, ihe had 
been born an Anglican in the first place. 


1 have always felt that 1 "accepted the inspired word of the Bible*® 
and then learned that to Sore people that means | delieving that each 
and every word in 1t is literally true, from Creationism in the Garden 
to Gog and Magog in Communistic atheiagtic Ruasia and the rapture”. 


Clearly wy definition vas and is different. The question that ar ises is 
*"uhat is the bes? or most useful definition of this oifficult phrase, 
and why.” 


There are Several interpretations of the phrase C"ingpired word of the 
zcr iptures”,, and a brief examination of the different perspectives is 
in order before examining the one that 1 feel te be the most useful. 


Pos ition 1. mn omnipotent, omnisgcilent and perySonal God Selects a 
prophet apostle as his meSSenger and dictates a measSSage dUdirectiy and 
literally to him. The mesSage is to be eternally true, relevant and 
unalterable. The omnipotence of. God asSures this mesaSage Canonical 
Status. The rationale ist If this were not the WORD, God would not 
allow its inclusilon in the Canen. If it is the LORD, exclus lon from the 
Canon is imposs ible. This pesition Seems to be an instance vhere the 
notion of free will is zuSpended. It is aKin to the decter ine of Papal 
infalability, 1t.e. that God wuill not permit false doctrine to be 
expresSed by the Patriarch of RoemeS. The question of canonical status, 
while not to my mind directly 1 inked to inspiration as 1 will define 
it, is, from the perspective expresSaed above absolutely 1 inked, and $0# 
is here expressed, 


Pos ition 2. Similar to 1, but here the prophet/apostle uses his own 
idiom. Nevertheless, his Selection by God was because his idiom vould 
de efernally true and relevant. 


Pos itfon 3. Similar to @2, but legs claim as toe eternal validity of 
idiom. In other words, the masSage may have been addressed to a 
particular igSue at a particular times, and the mesSage has contemporary 
meaning to the degree that the contemporary Situation correspends to 
the or ig inal s ituation. 


* Interest ingly, the Bible is Sometimes referred to as the "Paper Pope*®. 


Pos ition 4. God, or the Divine, may Seem T» be different things to 
different people. This is not te Say that the differences render other 
exper lences invalid, but instead SuggenSts that the object is more vast 
than any one perSon's vision. An aSpect is perceived. That perception 
may take the form of a literal voice, a vis ion, a Sense of a visien., or 
a visien of writing. It may be the Sudden eccurance of a thought or a 
Slouly dawning avareness. This is the definition 1 will later purszue. 


Pos ition 5. A retreat from position 4, in that it is a pSychological 
Conviction oF expression. In ether words, it is entirely internal, and 
the centact is delusioen. 


Pos ition 6G. Moral purpose, vus ing prophecy oF *God's kord” as a 
convention and form to express what the author believes to be the will 
of Ood or God's word 14 God existed and Spoke on the Subject. 14 may 
include the faith that what is written will be inspired because of the 
uSe of Such a form. Here again is the Papal infalability notion. This 
forum is typical of early legal codifications Such as Hammrabi's, and 
may reaSonably be inferred to apply te codification regularizing eoarly 
Hebraic Society. 


Pos ition 7. The use of convention wuithout faith or netion as to 
inspiration. In Such cages TtThe mesSSiage may well be leas profound than 
thought te be. 


Pos ition 9. Cynical fraud. 


An understand ing of the transmiss ion process is eaSential. Operating 
under position 4 ve 2tart from the interaction of the prophet/apostie 
with the divine. khether 1t is a bidirectional interaction or a one 
directional centact is irrelevant. An event takes place. The Goccurance 
07 the event verifies that there is Some Sort of veil or filter betueen 
the divine and the human. This is veil v1. 


The exper lencer then has to interpret the experience and encode it into 
language. Such language 1s coempesed of common experiences, and THIS 
exper ience is uncommon. Meatapher, imagery, or Some other poetic device 
is needed. This enceding inte asymbolic language is veil 2. 


The encoded mesSage then goes through one . or more additional 
translations. Each translation is a veil. For exanple, a persSon, whose 
native language vere French, vs ing the old vulgate DBible of DJerome.- 
and reading Amos would be dealing with a Hebrew text translated into 
the Greek Septuagint, then into Latin and finally inte French by the 
reader. This would be veils #3, #4,, and S. (Hebreyv to Oreerk,, Oreek Yo 
Latin, and Latin te French?) 


The mesSSage is algo filtered through a cultural veil. This may ÞDe 
thought of as time displacement., Szocial displacemnt, Knowledge 
disgplacement, exper lence Jdisplacement etc. in ether words all that 
Separates the original megnenger from the hearers. 


The hearer then has te decode and interprate the mesSSage. The inter - 
pretation may then have an effect on the hearer., TfF the veils are not 
too dense, the mesgSage may conform to the original experience. 
Ofagramt ically the process Jooks I ike this! 


GOO/DIVINE 
w————————u—n—nGco (Veil Wi that betuecn God and man, the divine and 
the human?) * 

PROPHET 

————————— (Veil WR? - language or metaphor for uncommon 
experience? 

WORD 

——— -><—=—-——->-- (Veil v3 - time - c.2,5080 yrs.) 

————- =—==-—-=—-- (Veil #4 - Language - Hebrew or Koine GOreekx to 
Engl ish) 

= =S = == ——=—=-=— (Veil v9 - Cultural) 

 ———————----- (Veil #8 - Societal? 

Sn nn=—==—___ (Veil $7 - Educational) 

CES - (Veil v8 - Theological) 


——a————o—— cc coo (Veil v9 - Experiential) 
HEARER 


Certain acts on the part of the hearer can facilitate the fransmiss tion 
PFOCess. ThesSe areti 


it. Understanding of the histor ical #ramework of the original 
encoder. ; 

'2. Understanding of the language and idiom of the original 
encoder. 

3. Understand ing of the theological/religious framework of the 
or ig inal encoder. 

4. Understanding of the theological-/religious idiom of the 
or ig inal encoder. 

Ss. Familiarity with other and traditional interpretations of the 
mes Sage. 

8s. Familiarity with concepts and varieties of religious 
exper lances. 

7, actual exper iences of religious types. 


Pos3$e3s3 lon of faculties &S and/or 7 may be Super ier te faculties 
1,2,3, and in cenjunction, because they Serve ts render only 
the or iginal encoded mes Sage more Clear. & and 7 help the hearer 
to go directly to the exper lence that lies behind the words. 


Since a large part of the communication process involves the 
hearer, it is perhaps useful to cons ider that vhat the hearer 
Feceives may be what makes Something inspired. $orme of Tthese 
hearer positions are nNecesSSary Correlaries of Some of certain 
transmiss ion positions,, Sore are not. 


|. The extreme Position that it is literally true. The mMmes$Sage 
is inspired, what the Hhearer intreprates or infers is 
irrelevant. 


2, The mesSage is inspired 145 the mesSage received approximates 
that transmitted. 


3. The mesSage is iIinspired 1f it reaults in a moral Someone or 
religious augmentation in the hearer whether the Ttransmission 
was inspired or not. In other words,, a laundry 1list, 1f it 
inszpires & reader rFeligiously is inspired. This is the SVaalams 
as$s vehicle of grace paradigm. 


4, The mesSage is inspired 15 the hearer regards 1t as Such 
yFegardless of whether it was inspired on transmiss ion. This is 
$ imilar to the previous position, but does not need to preduce a 
religious or moral augmentation. An extreme exarele of this is 
*SpPeating in tongues” There may be ne intelligible mesSage, and 
the hearer may have no reaction to 1t., yet view 1t as 
*\nspired®. 


3. The mesSage is inspired If and enly 1f the transmiss fon ras 
insp irFed. ReSponse in the hearer is irrelevant. Lack of response 
cannot take avay the inapired nature of the mAeSSage, nor can 
Spontaneous inspiration turn the Sou's ear into a Six purse. 


8. The mesSage is inapired only 17 A. the mesgsSage Has inspired 
at transmiss ion, and B. 1t is accepted as inspired by hearers. 


Put inte logical truth tables, of tve statements, TT - Inspired 
transmission. and R - Insp ired reception, both either true or 
false, with correlaries of a conjunction and a disjunction (a 
conJunct ion being "and® zo that the meanzage mSt be inapired 
both on transmiss ion and reception to truly be inspired. The 
disJunction being and/or 2o that inspiration depends only on 
inspired transmiss ion or Feception, but not both.). 
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Apply ing the Symbolic repregentations to the reception pos itions, They 
take- this form? 


Post. 1 R therefore T. T therefore R. 
Post. 2 RAT 

Post. 3 R 

Poszt. 4 R 

Post. 5 T 

Post. © R&T 


1 thinx that the best, the most vuseful def init fon for both common 
UuSeage and scholarship, is one that combines Iransmiss ion position t4: 


God, or the Divine, may Seem to be doifferent things to 
different people. This is not to gay that the differences 
rendar other exper iences invalid, but instead zuggeasts that 
the object is more vast than any one perSon's vision., An 
aSpect is perceived. That perception may take the form of a 
11teral veice, a vis ion, a SenSe of a vision, or A vis ion 
oF writing. 1t may be the Sudden occurance of a thought or 
a Slouly Jdawuning awareness. 


With reception pos ition 903: 


The neaSage is inspired 1f it reaazults in a moral aense or 
Fel ig lous augmentation in The hearer whether he 
transmiss ion was fngsp ired or not. In other words, a laundry 
list, 17 1t Iinsp irFes a Feader Fel iglously,, is inspired. 


The advantages areti 


t. Renders coherant many contradictions of idiom and. 
interpretation. 
2. Keeps religio/woral purpese of scr ipture aluays in mind, vet » 


always in peraSpective too. 

3. Encourages language, Source, historical and ex igetical 

»chelarship as a maans to provide better transmission of the 

maeS3age. 

4. Doesn't invalidate or render empty the good acts and efforts 

of people which may proceed from mizcenceptions. 

I. Pesition is not threatened by any poss ible discover ies in any 

field. 

G. Recognizes a dimens ion of, masSzage that is often ignored or 

overlooked, namely the attempt to eoexpress an orxperience or 

Perception of the divine. this is the reality behind the #irst 

Sil ter. This is usvally forgotien, and only the encoded meSSaSge 

is cons idered, not that which is behind the mesSage. 
Inspired*” means an inapired transmiss ion or an inspired transmiss ion, 
or both. TvR) This definition, if usged, welcomes all scholarship and 
inquiry. Such inquiry does net threaten this peoaition. Nor does It 
inval idate any good proceeding from mis interpratation, nor deny that a 
mesSage that fails te avcceed in communicating to a hearer was not 
inspired. It doesn't threaten eatabl ished hermenevutical traditions nor 
cut offF future hermeneutical ues. 


Dear Paul inat 


Much to wy delight, 1 finally received your mater (al. The address 
on the envelope did not include a Street $o the post off ice 
located me us ing the postal code. It seems they had a bit of fun 
and responded to your HOORAY! with notes of their own. I mnust now 
explain wy 4four-pig rating to ry mailman. He Seems a little 

fr iend!l lier these days. 


1 was delighted with the book 1list and surpr ised that you included 
the translation of the Nag Hamrmadi Library. It isn't the most 

eas ily-attainable book in the world. Recently a Stage produc: ion, 
"Thunder , Perfect Mind' was performed at our planetar tum, $0 I 
aSSume there is at least one other person in Canada who has read 
the book. Of course, you vouldn't Know it by attending the play. 
It had nothing to do with gnosticism. 


You might be interested to Knou that Darryl Hall has $tudied the 

Subject and has a Keen interes?t in mysticism. Perhaps he would 

agree to an intervieu for your neusletter. (If you would 1iKke to 

contact him, you could call the William Morris Agency in L.A. The 
People there are generally very helpful in locating talent. If 

that fails, the Amer ican Federation of Mus ic ians in New YorK 

212-869-1330 knows how to reach Jjust about anybody. AsKkK for 

'Book ings.) 


1 am particularly interested in David Bouſe, who claimed himself 
to be a Kabbalist Several years ago. Of course, David is virtually 
inposs ible to approach. fny attempts I've made have been 
disappointing. (I managed to obtain the unlisted phone number of 
his New YorK representative. The poor man became extremely upset 
when 1 called -=- even though I1 uished to discuss a bus iness 

propos ition on behalf of Coca-Cola Ltd. Canada. 


If you are interested in recommending additional books to your 
members, I have a feu Suggest ions! 


A Kabbalah for the Modern kWprld (Migene Gonzalez-iippler) 
Kabbalah and Its Symbol ism (Scholem) 

The Gnostic Circle (Patrizia Norelli-Bachelet) 

Zohar (edited by Gerghom Scholem) 

The Kabbalah (Adolphe Franck) 

Chr istilan Myth and the Dead Sea Scrolls (Allegro) 


Holy Blood, Holy Grail (Michael Baigent) 


a 


The Jevus Scrolls (1 have been vnable to locate this book. It was 
Fecomended by Bowie in an intervieu in a British magazine. The 
local library is still Searching.) 


6-47 Surpr ized that you did not include Hesse's Damien win y our 
st. : 


Along the more sSCientific lines, you might cons ider Lyall Watson's 
books and studies into morphogenetics dy Rupert SheldraKke. 


khile 1 would like to make a contr ibution to your nevusletter, I'm 
afraid that my understanding of the religion is, at destk,, |l imited. 
And there's aluays the problem os time. I am currently working on 
two novels, a Screenplay, a mu$S ical otage-play, and a collection 
of poetry. In wy copious free time 1 am alge atterpting to 
complete a chemistry courge. (My education can only be descr ibed 
as erratic. 1 have attended college, univers ity, a three-year 
program in Advertis ing, and nou, hav ing real ized wy Knowledge of 
atomic structure is obsolete 1 have returned to high school.) 


1 look forward to your upcoming neusSletters. It's great to Know 
there are motivated people like you who will contribute their time 
and energy to $Someth ing they really believe in. (Oh, helll'l ended 
a Sentence with a preposition.?) 


Again, wy thanks. 


96 Kingston Road 
Newmarket, Ontario 
L3Y SW? 

Deborah Knight. Canada 

Jan , 19956 


NEW MEMBERS 


Ms. Karen Andergo0n-6135 S. Kolmar Ave, Chicago IL 60629 

John C, Attamack-707 Louise Cir Apt 28-8, Durham, NC 27705 

Alexander 'Jubilee' Bartlett-P.O0.Box 306, Gardner, CO 81040 

Incinda Bourne-P.0. Box 1959, Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

Rob Davis-P.O0.Box 146, West Somerset, KY 42564 

Amelia Greene-2314 Southmoor Dr., Champaign, IL 61821 

Donna Jones-5300 Waverly Dr. E. Bldg 3, Palm Springs, CA 92262 

Lloyd Linklater-20479 Anita, Castro Valley, CA 94546 

Pat Mahon-igate Ridlge Observatory, Wilson Creek Road-Box 27, 
AB8hwood, Oregon 97711 

Stuart Marks-5936 Belmont Av #2, Cincinatti, OH 45224 

Mark Mcyiggins—Box 70544, Bellevue, WA 98007 

Dr. Wilson Reid Ogg-1104 Keith Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94708 

Mrs. Leah Reuben-11957 Kiowa No E., Los Angeles, CA 90049 

Ted H. Reed-685 San Fernando Dr., Smyrna, GA 30080 ; 

Herbert Riedel-The Citadel, Charleston, SC 29409 

Nicolette J. Roberge-24713 SR 530 NE, Arlington, WA 98223 

Semuel Shaffe-210 Fifth Ave, Suite 1102, New York, NY 10010 

Pat Tuley-4205 N. University Dr. #101, Sunrise, FL 33321 


CORRECTION: David Jodrey's address was printed incorrectly last 
is88ue. He really lives at: 50 Florence Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14214 


Two wonderful books have just been published: The Grail Legend by 
Emma Jung and Marie-Louise von Franz. This is a new translation 
by Andrea Dykes, and The Unholy Bible (Blake, Jung and the 
Collective Unconscious) by June ee (author of Androgyny) both 
by Sigo Press. (that is, both The Grail Legend and The Unholy Bible 


from Sigo Press.) I haven't read either of them yet- but I've got them 
in front of me and I plan to read them! 


f 


"This tidbit appeared in the San Francisco Chronical's "Grab Bag": 


"No bird is really blue. None produces blue pigment. What you see 


when you see a blue bird is the lig 


ht that bounces off the bird's true 


pigment. It absorbs all the rays except blue. " (Now doesn't that 
apply to EVERYTHING we 8ee? Doesn't that make all of our def- 
initions of colors to be meaningless? So what is the point they were 
trying to make? Honestly, the crap that is published sometimes |!) 


WHAT 15S GOD 7 


ABSOLUTELY! 


Hl 


3 GNOSTIC KOANS (with Answers 1) ire 


TE Ind. 


/ IF WISPOM AS 
SOPHIA 18 CON- 
SIDERED FEMININE 
WHY DOES WISDOM 
AS CHOKMAH SIT 
ATOP THE MASCULINE 
PILLAR OF THE 
TREE OF LIFE? 


” POES ADOG \ 
HAVE A 

BUDDHA NATURE 

7? 


YOU 
KIDDING 7 


By Jay Kinney (currently editor of Gnosis magazine), originally pub- 
lished in "The Gnostic", the newsletter of the Fcclesia Gnostica 


Mysteriorum, Palo Alto, CA. Used with permisslon. (Thanks, Jay) 
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